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Feb. 20–22, 2014 The CPR Institute’s 2014 Annual Meeting,
“Through the Looking Glass: Divergence in Global ADR Practice,”
will take place in Charleston Place, Charleston, South Carolina. The
keynote address will be given by retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor. The latest information, including sponsorship opportunities, is available at http://bit.ly/UGixzt. The full
conference brochure is available at http://bit.ly/1e4Gicz. For more
information contact Mara Weinstein at mweinstein@cpradr.org or
+1.646.753.8230.
SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF BRAZILIAN MEDIATOR
TRAINING
Over twenty-five participants attended the International Business
Mediation Workshop held November 15–17 in Sao Paulo, Brazil,
led by Robert Randolph and Frank Carr of Carr Swanson and
Randolph, who have trained mediators all over the world under
the auspices of the U.S. Agency for International Development.
Attendees included senior lawyers from leading Brazilian firms who
are interested in transitioning to a career as a neutral or in adding
mediation to an already flourishing arbitration practice.
Jointly sponsored by the Câmara de Arbitragem Empresarial
– Brasil (CAMARB), the training is part of CPR’s initiative to raise

awareness in Brazil of mediation as an alternative form of dispute
resolution, and follows on a successful Congress held in Rio de
Janeiro by CPR and CAMARB last April. A second Congress is
planned for April 2014 in Belo Horizante. For more information on
the Brazil initiative, contact Helena Tavares Erickson (herickson@
cpradr.org).
FEATURED PANEL:
CPR’S NATIONAL PANEL
CPR’s National Panel is the most elite of its nearly two dozen specialty panels and comprises CPR’s most distinguished neutrals.
These panelists are nationally recognized for their success and
experience across the ADR spectrum. Neutrals are selected to this
panel only after a rigorous peer review process, and must possess
exemplary arbitration and mediation skills and have amassed years
of tangible experience to be listed on this specialty panel.
This illustrious panel includes former general counsels, judges,
professors and other notable attorneys, all of whom are experts in
resolving complex disputes through ADR.
Alberto R. Gonzales served as the 80th Attorney General of the
United States from 2005–2007. Before entering public service, Judge
Gonzales practiced business law for thirteen years at the Houston
office of Vinson & Elkins. In 1995, he resigned his law partnership
to serve as General Counsel to the Governor of Texas. After three
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years, the Governor appointed Judge Gonzales as Texas Secretary
of State. He was appointed to the Texas Supreme Court in 1999 and
elected by the citizens of Texas to serve a full six-year term in the
November 2000 general election. He
served in the White House as Counsel to the President from 2001–2005.
Presently he holds the Doyle Rogers
Distinguished Chair of Law at Belmont University and is Counsel at the
Nashville law firm of Waller Lansden
Dortch & Davis, LLP.
Judge Gonzales writes, “With my
experience as the nation’s chief law
enforcement officer, I am able to
provide guidance on corporate comAlberto R. Gonzales
pliance matters and internal investigations. I bring a unique combination of law enforcement and
national security expertise on matters relating to federal, state
and local governments. With my expertise in oil, gas and energy
acquisitions, partnership and general corporate law, and real estate
transactions, I am also able to provide expert counsel on virtually all
complex business matters.”
Louise LaMothe started her full-time ADR practice in 1999,
after a 25-year career as a well-respected commercial litigator
in Los Angeles. She brings a strong
background in all types of commercial practice, including securities and
antitrust litigation, and many years
of experience in all facets of dispute
resolution. She has served on numerous three-person arbitration panels,
many of which she has chaired, and
has served as arbitrator in many class
arbitrations. She is also experienced
in mediation of a broad variety of
commercial disputes, both domestic
Louise LaMothe
and international. In addition to her
long-time service on CPR’s National Panel, she has been a member of the Los Angeles Regional panel since 1996 and is on CPR’s
Employment Disputes Panel-West.
Ms. LaMothe is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and an International Mediation Institute–certified mediator.
She was also elected a Fellow of the College of Commercial Arbitrators in 2003 and is serving her second term as a Director of
the College. She is a past Chair of the ABA’s Section of Litigation
and former member of the ABA House of Delegates. She serves
throughout California from her base in Santa Barbara. More information about Ms. LaMothe’s practice is available at her website,
www.dispute-solutions.com.

Thomas J. Brewer is a longstanding member of the National
Panel. Based in Seattle, Washington, he has been serving as an
arbitrator in commercial cases since 1985, has been a full-time ADR
neutral since 2000, and is a member of CPR’s International/CrossBorder, Energy, and Life Science panels, as well as the National
Panel. Of his ADR experience he states, “I think most parties looking for an arbitrator want someone who will hear both sides fairly,
manage the case efficiently, work
hard to understand the evidence, and
then decide the case in a thoughtful
written award. Most parties would
probably add as well that they want
someone who’s not afraid to make a
decision, who will apply and follow
the law, and who will not simply split
the baby. I’ve been trying my best
to do this for the past twenty-eight
years (over 700 hundred arbitrations
so far, in a broad range of domestic
Thomas J. Brewer
and international commercial cases).
Sophisticated parties want decision makers who have both the prior
experience and the ability to weigh complex issues and sort them
out in a rigorous, principled way. CPR’s National Panel is an excellent resource for parties and counsel trying to locate such people,
and I’m delighted to be part of it.”
For further information about this or other CPR Panels of
Distinguished Neutrals, please contact CPR Special Counsel Mara
Weinstein at mweinstein@cpradr.org.
—Julia Gryaznova, CPR Legal Intern
NEW TRAINING AVAILABLE
FOR CPR CORPORATE MEMBERS
CPR is teaming with the College of Commercial Arbitrators (CCA)
(http://www.thecca.net) to launch a new and exciting training
opportunity for CPR’s corporate members.
The program, which will be customized to meet the needs,
experience-levels and scheduling concerns of each internal legal
department, will be presented by Fellows of the CCA at the corporate member’s headquarters or other desired location.
Training topics can include The Role of Corporate Counsel in
Commercial Arbitration, Working with Outside Counsel to Control
Commercial Arbitration Costs without Sacrificing Results, and
Modifying the Arbitration Agreement to Make Commercial Arbitration Faster and Less Expensive.
Please contact Helena Tavares Erickson at herickson@cpradr.org if
you are interested in learning more about a CCA training program.
(For bulk reprints of this article,
please call (201) 748-8789.)
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